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STATEMENT AT THE 30  TH   REGULAR SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  
ON THE MANDATES ON HAZARDOUS WASTES AND WATER AND SANITATION, ITEM 3  

International-Lawyers.Org welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Water

and Sanitation on  the affordability of water and sanitation service provision in the particular

contexts in which people live. We welcome the Special Rapporteur's recognition that States must

ensure the rights to water and sanitation and the opinion that this is best done through a human

rights approach to these services.  We also welcome the Special  Rapporteur's  conclusion that

these services can be provided in accordance with the principles of equity and sustainability. We

would like to ask the Special Rapporteur to comment on situations that exist in Palestine, where

despite being above one of the largest aquifers in the Middle East, Palestinians are forced to buy

water from the illegal occupying Israeli authorities. What obligations do such authorities have to

ensure adequate access of safe water and sanitation to people they occupy or to people in other

States?   

In relation to the report of the Independent Expert on Hazardous Wastes, we welcome the report

on the right to information in relation to hazardous wastes. The report is comprehensive and

gives appropriate attention to the issues of the responsibilities of non-State actors and States

responsibilities towards other States. We ask the Independent Expert if he has any suggestions

concerning the obligations of business in relation to toxic wastes that might be considered in the

open-ended intergovernmental working group on transnational corporations and other business

enterprises with respect to human rights, whose mandate is to elaborate an international legally

binding instrument to regulate, in international human rights law, the activities of transnational

corporations and other business enterprises? 
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