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STATEMENT AT THE 30  TH   REGULAR SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  
IN THE GENERAL DEBATE ON THE REPORT OF THE   

WORKING GROUP ON PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT, ITEM 9  

International-Lawyers.Org reiterates its support for the International Decade for People of 

African Descent that commenced this year. We also note the Report of the Working Group of 

Experts on People of African Descent on its fifteenth and sixteenth sessions. 

We are concerned however at the limited participation of States and non-governmental 

organizations in its sessions. We hope that adequate and timely notice of all the public Working 

Group sessions will be provided to all ECOSOC accredited NGOs. There were some problems in

this respect during the last Working Group Session and we hope that the Working Group's 

Secretariat and if necessary the Council's Bureau will ensure that the problems have been 

resolved as all ECOSOC NGO have a right and responsibility to the work of the Council. 

While we are encouraged by some activities that are being undertaken, and the announcement at 

the Working Group of activities that will be undertaken during the International Decade for 

People of African Descent by States and civil society. We are troubled, however, by the report 

that funds apportioned for this decade are apparently not being spent as mandated and may 

indeed go unspent in the first year. In this regards, we note proposals by civil society, for 

example, to commemorate the lives of prominent people of African Descent that could benefit 

from these funds. We hope that the Secretariat, the chairperson of the Working Group, and if 

necessary, the Council's Presidency and Bureau will look into this situation. 

We hope that the action that has been taken to ensure that these matters are resolved will be 

reported to Working Group at its next session. 
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