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Iraqi government official: US 

government helping to torture 

American citizen 

American held in Iraq illegally for more than a decade and tortured with United 
States government cooperation 

Washington, DC, November 17, 2015:  Mr. Shawki Ahmed Omar has been arbitrarily detained 

and tortured in Iraq since 2004, first by the United States military and then by the Iraqi authorities. Now a 

senior Iraqi official says the US is cooperating with their detention and torture of Shawki. 

Shawki was only ever been charged and convicted of a minor offense of entering Iraq without a 

proper visa, and this happened only because the United States government withheld his passport that 

contains an appropriate Iraqi entry endorsement. Nevertheless, the United States military and now the 

Iraq government have arbitrarily detained and tortured Shawki for more than a century. To date the Us 

has claimed it is working to get him released after numerous human rights organizations and several 

United Nations human rights bodies have called for his release. Iraqi officials, however, claim that 

Shawki is a terrorists and the US is helping them torture him. 

Shawki’s Swedish wife was arrested at the same time and released but only after being tortured 

when she was four months pregnant. As a result Shawki has a young daughter he has never seen, but 

who is handicapped due to the torture of his wife.  

On Tuesday, November 17 at 9:15 a.m. former United States Attorney-General Mr. Ramsey Clark 

and Shawki’s lawyer, Dr. Curtis Doebbler will speak about his case, including providing new information 

implicating the United States government in the ongoing torture of Shawki. 
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