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 WHO EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The World Council of Churches, in partnership with International-Lawyers.Org, welcomes the 

World Health Organization’s engagement with health and the environment. We note the essential 

importance of health and climate change under this agenda item. And the increasing evidence of 

a growing concern from Member States about the adverse impacts of climate change on health.  

In this respect we note that 2015 was a seminal year for calls to international action on climate 

change and health. Both the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted in September 2015 

and the Paris Agreement on climate change adopted even more recently in December 2015 

contained links not only to the strong relationship between health and climate change, but the 

latter, abet in its preamble, contains an explicit reference to “the right to health.” 

It is in light of SDGs 3 (health) and 13 (climate change) and the explicit reiteration of 

recognition that climate change effects human health in the Paris Agreement—something already 

recognized for more than two decades in article 1, paragraph 1 of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1992 by every virtually country in the world—we 

encourage WHO, with the support of its Member States, to increase its engagement on health and 

climate change. In this respect we look forward to WHO’s reporting on the very significant 

impacts of climate change on human health as a central part of the Workplan on climate change 

and health that WHO is preparing. We note that at the Executive Board in January 2015, when 

the item of health and climate change was removed from the World Health Assembly’s agenda, 

the WHO’s Secretariat had presented only the elements of a Workplan on health and climate 

change (WHO Doc. EB136/16). Mistakenly, these elements were adopted as a Workplan, but 

they are not a Workplan. We look forward in the coming year to WHO’s working closely with a 

variety of stakeholders to develop the elements it presented in an inclusive and transparent 

manner in which States, civil society, and all relevant stakeholders are able to provide their 

inputs in to the final Workplan.  

We also hope that WHO will take up the opportunity offered by the recognition of the relevance 

of the right to health in the preamble of the Paris Agreement to build support for the right to 

health. This is undoubtedly part of customary international law despite the persistent objection of 

a handful of States. 

Finally, we note the 2006 WHO study on environment and health in Africa that estimated that 

more than 150 million Africans would perish from adverse environmental impacts. It is WHO’s 

effective engagement with its Member States to ensure that adequate resources, capacity, and 

technology are provided by those States with the responsibility to do so that can help to prevent 

this tragedy, which has already started, from running its full course. 


